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Mr. Dennis R. Bodem 
Chief of Resources 

Buffalo and Erie Coxinty Historical Society 
25 Jtottinghaa Court 
Buffalo, New fork Iit2l6 

Dear Mr. Bodem: 

!Hie photograph of the Czolgos* pistol, your 
letter, and the other enclosures have been received. 
This oaterial will be very helpful and I wish to 
aasxxre you of my gratitude for your assistance in 
this matter. 


Sincerely yours. 






/t/ 



^ yy * 

JOHH W. DOUGLAS 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Your lotter dated Septooajor 26 , 196 $ to the Pkosldant 
has bssn rsfsrrad to ns* r 





Since the crina for vhlch Yfr, fivbx vaa convicted vaa 
not a federal criroSf but a violation of ^*6X28 lav, this Deport- 
oBnt has no powor to intervene or Intercoda in his case in any 
vay. I understand that his conviction is boing appealed and 
that certain sanity baarings have bean ordered In connection 
vith th 3 judicial proceedings. I would suggest tlEit you direct 
your inquiries in this matter to the city authorities of Dallas 
and the officiala of the state of Texas. 

I bopQ that this infortnation viU be of sooia assist^ 
ance to you* 

Sincerely, 


FRED M. VXWSra, Jr. 

' Assistant Attorney Gemral 

Records ^! — . 

Chrnno 

Johnson 


INSFTD and mailed 1 

coiaiuivic-'iTioNr, eeg 

NOV . Q Q 
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D«« 



October 20. 19&S 

- 



Tbe President hss esiud tne to thank you for 
yoor letter, and to assure you that he appreci- 
ates your letting him kaonr you are la. accord, 
with his position regarding Viet-Nam. Your 
egression of support pleased him a great 
deal. 


With regard to your queries shoot the court 
case you mention, your communlcationTs^belng 
forwarded to officials of the X3epartment of 
Joatiea for reapmtao. 


Tour e<»nmonta coaceming Unidentified Flying 
Objects were of interest to the President, and 
he is glad that you to<^ the time to share yoor 
thoughts with him. It is soggssted, howsver, 
that yoa may wish to write to the Department 
of the Air Force. Washington, D. C. 20310. 
for As informatioa you. seek. 


tBsm 

QCT27^965 

CHM 


Sines rely. 


Jonailh D. Roberts 
Psrsoaal Sserstary 
to tlM Prssidsnt 
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SGptsxbdr 29, 1965 


Hooeirable ~3is'sssjr^ ?* Hanna 
Hat@a c£ ?^!pres9at&tl^s 
>iigtihlnstaa> 9* C, 


Ddar Cen^rossnas: 


refara to yc^ lotfcsr of Saptsjsber 21, 1965» crffil; 

a lotUr to 73?i froa r -— -, 

ctaacomlgg tl» sdf lo ascd in taa as- a t a ginatioa of Prsaigect 
and tl39 pistol Involved in tbs dooth of Cffisar Tipplt csf ^ Callc-s 
Folico« 


Tiysse i^eapcs^s vero deliterod to Attomsy Osneral by the 
?tre8ldsnt*a Cas^^sLco. <ax tbs asansatnatlea of Irssldaat Sesns 47 ^ 
togsthsr nany otbsr item rased es errid^xe In tbs CossBlssioa's 
procaedls^* Cn occelnding ltd laQulry, tba C<afc»lasiai rscceaasaisd 
that the Hraoras in qieatica and mny othca* liens te pareservsd fotr 
liistorlcol pcrpcass* Accordingly, the Attaroey Gaesral reqaastod 
Caagrssa to enact Isglslatloa sbleh vsald aothcsioe idja to candUsasi 
^ any evideatlary objects irfclch ha balleved ahwld be preasrwd. A 
copy of tbs S^aortwmtal p3?sm release cf Jem X7» 1^5* In this 
ngard, la exsclcaod* 

The Attooraay CeneralU request resulted In a bill 952i5) 
tiSdch «aa Istroduced in the Cosigroea and psssod the ILoaae of liepre- 
eectatlves cq B«/ptS3tGT 7* 19^5* Aetlcn oa the bdU In the Seoate 
la pexiding* 3«u« 9$U$ eocld enpoeffir the Attend Qeoaral to dssig- 
mta ths Iteas of eTidsnee to bs eaodeaosd* Title to Itassa so 
desisted arosld issaodlately vest in the Qnitod dtatee by esdnent 
dcaoin, and any persoca elalaing title or interest in the iteos 
could file suit in the Court of Clalns for just cceqjsssaticn, 

PCTdlng actisL by the Coogrees on a,lU 952t^> procee di ng s in 
the B&i*ihsra district of Texas, at Sallas, have been isartituted by 
tho OoToraasnt \aader the provisiccss sf tbo Fedsral Firearss Act 
seeking forfeiture to the Gosoroaent of the rifle used to assaa- 
alnats Frasidest ^Sennedf the rerolTsr used to kill Officer 


Bacords • 
Chron 
Slsdgs 
Hr. Vinson 


SENT BY messenger] 


>''!-T':sXCATI©N 3 3F;G. ; 

:/ 2j \ 
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reascsa qeT Tlol&tic^ c£ Ust Act occurxiag in 

cooaeetim ^tix tbs staining t£ thosQ voet^tsas C^aald. 

Vie hc^ the fagegtdns ^dl^^^^as^stfinee te tou la 
T9sp<x3Si&z 7'^ eoQsti^ss^* letter is re^imad 

to yoe vlth taist letter* 


Stooeraly^ 


]&3clceurea 


y 22 D X, 7 rS(^, *•. 
ieelataeA ktiaemy OdnsroX 



dOMMIT^E ON 
BANKING AND CURRENCY 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 
DOMKSTtC FINANCK 

Consumer Aftairs 

iNTCRNATIONAL FiNANCC 


SEUECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
TOURISM AND TRAVEL 



RICHARD T. HANNA 
34th District of California 


> 


Congreg^ of tlje ^niteb States. 

||ous!c of iRepresentatibesi 

CiHa£f)tnslon, 3S.C. 


Dirmicir omcK: 

JOHN BEEKMAN 

FIELD RCFRUCMTATIVK 

169S W. Crcscckt, Suite SIO 
Anaheim. Cauforma 
pHONCi 776-SaSO 


WASHINOTON OFFICK: 

William a. butcher 

ADMINISTRATIVC ASSISTANT 

House Officc Building 


September 21, 1965 





w'i I i t I ~f3 1 \t 


Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr, Vinson: 


Th^clipMng referred to in our conrtnunication, and in 
letter, has apparently been misplaced. It 
was^iow^er, a very short articel which stated simply 
that the federal government was suing for possession 
of the weapon used by Lee Harvey Oswald to assassinate 
President Kennedy, and the revolver Oswald used to 
kill the Dallas policeman. 


I believe a reply is pos sible, without the clipping 
mentioned in letter, to satisfactorily 

answer the inquS^ 


Thank you for your courtesy and attention to this 
matter. 


Sincerely yours. 





RICHARD T. liANHA 
United States Congressman 


RTHrrJh 
enc ' s . 




ra:nz 


department of justice n 


10| SEP 22 1965 

K.A.O. 















gg^+ T , 196o 


BGoarable Bidisni T. fivma 
Eoum of SsproMntatiTsa 
Yashingtoa, C. C. 

Dear Congrosnan) 

In neeolniance idth otir eoeversatiem vLth Kr. WLUmb 
B utcher of your sta ffs ve are retumlrg herewith the le tter 
of Septcrobar 9 


As 8r. Butcher ims Infozsedi the nevapaper olipplrg 
Has Bot reeelYed vith your eesmimicatlon» Bowerer, If you 
fMntard the Sfloe, the matter vLU reeelTe proispt attention, 

Sineerelyf 


mS) K. nKSCN, Jr. 
Asaiatant Attorney General 




Dear Congressmen H^nna: 

Re; the enrloseci clitr^ing which I clipped fron the 

Evening 

How can such a bill lik® this even get befor‘= the House? 

Isn’t this a kind of ex cost facto lav?, or bill which 

according to the constitution is not sunnosed to be made. 

I riso would like to kr.o" ;ust what the Government is going 
to do v?ith those guns, Put them on public display? Charge admission 
to see them, or just vrhat. 

Sorry to bo-^her you wi^h --int' er of this sort but I w’ould 


like to know just v/h-'t is going oi. 



IH iEE BISTRICS COURS 0? THS UITII2D ST^ISS 


FOE m: iiOETasRSi dlsieigt cs* 
DALLi\S DIVISIQl 


UlilSB STATES CE Al£RXO\, ) 

) 

Libelant, ) 

'i 

Vo ) 

) 

OSS 6.5 rjm. I-S^S-ILICHSE-CAECASO ) 

ISLiTASY S2F1S, 2X5ISL 91»38» SEPXAL ) 

SO. C2766, WITH APFJSTEIb\ITCSS , ) 

Ci^E ,38 SHJCLiiL S&W VICTORY 1-IDIBL ) 

RSVGLV2R, SERIAL ^JO, V51021G, ifilTH ) 

APHJETEm'CSS, ) 

) 

Reapondeats - ) 

^ 


CIVIL IK). 3-1171 


ORTSR GRAIiTrSG LEAVE TO ?T-LE LXISL 
Lejive is sranted for dis filing of libel and, cpon such filing, the 
cleri; -uill issue writ of attschsent and XTrit of sncaition citing ail persons 
claisiing ariv interest to appear before the United States District Court 
for the northern District of Te:;as, at Dallas, Tc-ias, at 10; 00 A, M. 


, ao mit.5 Imovai tl^ir 

interests and any dofc-noo that they cay have to offer, and said Xvarit of 
raoaition shall be published as provided by the rules of the Court in the 


E>9aias_.llPr ninf^.ey3^. the. Dal les Times Herald, PaldAs^ Te xas . 

Dcsxe at Dallas, Tonas, this 10 day of Seiot ember .. 

1965, 




UlilTED 5T;d2S DISTRICT JUDGE 



I!J •ffiE DISTRICT COURT OP WB UITITED ST^S 
FCSl THE KORTESEK DISTRICT O? TSXAS 


DALLAS DVJlSia?. 


UlillSD STASES C? AI-SRICAj 
LlbalanSs 
V. 

(m 6.5 n23. 2IAtmiC2SE»CAECANO 
■SLITARY R2PLE, l-KS-Bl. 9i<"38, SERIAL 
NO. C2766, V3XTH APPDRTEI1A2TCS3 , .4KD 
.38 SBJCIAL Sm VIC-TCSY I-SCB-SL 
REVOLVER, SERIiU. HO. V5 10210, LTIH 
ilPPUSSEH/aiCSS, 

Respondents . 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) CIVIL NO, ,^ ' // ~^ / 

) 

) 

) 

) 

\ 

J 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


request fgr ieave to piie libel 


TO tee ECNCEABIS judge (S’ SAID COURT: 

CXHSSS UCiJ the United States c£ Aoesica, bv and through the United 
States Attorney for the Northara District of Te:cas, as proctor for 
Libelant, and prays for leave to file the attached Libel of lafonaation 
for ccadennotioQ of CJnc 6,5 nsa. tlannlicher-^Carcano liilitary Rifle, Serial 
Ho, G2766# vjitii appurtenances, and Coe .38 Special SSI? Victory licdel 
Revolver, Serial Ho, V510210, uith appurtenances. 


1JBLV2H M, DICGS 
United States ilttomey 


Sy:_£z — — 

3, H, Tiaoinii, Jr. 

Aseistaai: United States Attorney 



W SIS DlS’i'RlSS CCURS GF SaS UiflSSB STASES 
FOl T3£ KCS,THSaiq DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
DALLAS liinSlCM 


Libe lani: . 


V. 


am 6.5 ta3o MAJRiLXCHBR-CARCAiJC 
2-IILITART RITLS, ISDDBL 91-33, S2Sm 
KO. C2706, imR APFmtTSI-IAIiGSS, AiS) 
as .38 SPECIAL AaCTOEY l^OISL 
EBVOLTES, SERIAL UOo V51C210, i-JTIH 
APPOITE^LUISS, 

Rsssoadents . 


LIBEL 0? imcFmTim 


civil Ko. l z±0_ j__ 


To the Honorable j She Bisbricb Jjidsa for the Daliao Divisicja of tha 
Horthsm District of Tsjias; 

Tlie Libel of Xnfortaatioa of the United States by its attorneys, 

I'islvin H. Diggs, United States Attorney for the Kcrtharn District of Tesas, 
and 5o B. Tinsoins, Assistant United States Aitternsy, agi^.inst (Xve 6,5 rso, 
!l3nniicher=Garcano 'iilitary Rifle, Hcdal 91-38, Serial Ho, C2756, vith 
appurtenances, and One .33 Special ZBF Victory Medal Ravoiver, Serial Uo. 
V510210, •'.jith appurtenances, Raspondsats herein, in a cause of forfeiture 
for breach of the provisions of Sections 903(d) and 905(c), Title 15, 

United States Code, and on infonuation and belief, informs the Court as 
foilci/s ; 

That at ail tises hereinafts- nenticned. Libelant tjas and is a sovereigxx 
poeor? that all and singular the allegationn hereof are olthin the jurisdiction 
of tho United States and of this Honorable Court: .and that the ccmEencenisnt of 
this suit has been authorined, sancticnad, and diractad In acccn’dance :?ith 
the prc'/isicns of 25 U.S.G. 7401, 


That on or about i-Tovoiabsr 22, 1953, police effiesr,? of the city of 
Dallas, Tenas, vhiie in the perfornaace of official duties, in Dallas County, 
Ta::as, ^jithin the Hcrtham Jodioisl District of Ts:;as, Dallas Dl.vlsicn, seised 
and detained at ssparate ?.c-cat±on3 certain flrearss.. bo t;it: 



( 1 ) 


0ns 6.5 ina. I-lannlicher-Cnrcano military rlflSj Ijcdsl 91/38, 
marksd "MAES 2M '‘SER^a", and ‘'RCCa-i", tha nuitsrals 

"1940" and "40", the serial number C2766, the latters 

and "TNI", and one focr-pcK;er sight, stampad "4 k 18 
coatad", "ORBNAHCS OPTICS r’C.", "HOL-LnJCOD GALIPORJIIA" and 
"I-IAIS SM JAPAN", and clip baaring letters "SMI" and the nuabei- 
"952"s and 

(2) 0ns .38 Special Smith Ss I’esaoa Victory I&dal revolver, baaring 
serial nncbar V510210, ^rith leather holstar. 

That the Alcohol and Tobacco Tan, Intarnal Revenue Ser^ricc, Treasury 
Bepartnant, pursuant to law, adopted the seizures of Rsspendent firearms 
33 property forfeited to the Baited States under rhe facts alleged herein 
and the provisions of Sacaica 905(b) of Tit.l3 15, United States Code; that 
the Respondent firsama are now in custedy of the Eupar’v'isor in Charge, 

Alcohol and Tobacco Tai:, Dallas, Ta:jas, and are stored at ?,octa 200, 

Mercantile Continental Building, 1800 Canrercs Street, Dallas, Tstoss; that 
the Rsspoadant firearms had a value less than $2,500 and notice of their 
seizure was published as required by Section 7325(2), Title 26, United States 
Coda; that thereafter and on September 3, 1965, John J. Kl.ng, 27 Sunset Dri'>/e, 
Snglewood, Colorado, filed a claim, alleglag an interest in Respondent firearms, 
and a bond for costs as provided by Section ?325<3), Title 25, United States 
Code; that John J, King, represented by ;7illlaa C. Garrett, Kilgore and 
Kilgore, ISOO First National Bank Building, Dallas, Texts, and Mrs. Marina 
Oswald Porter, 1245 Donxia, PJ.chardsca, Texas, may incerr-cne and claim son® 
interest in S,sapondent firearms; and that this Court lias jurisdiction of 
this cai^e by reason of Section 905(b), Title 15, United Statas Coda, and 
Sactiens 5862(a) and 7323, Title 26, United S CbiC3S Cocifi a 

II3, 

That at aosstime between March 12, 1363 and ilarch 20, 1563, Lee Harvsy 
Chrjaid procured and caused a false entry to bs mada in i;he records required 


by 26 CFS Fart 177, ssetion 177.51(c) tc be 


;icd bv Klein’s Snertinq 


.J 

J 




Goods. Chicago, Illinois, a licensed dealer in fimarr's undar Chapter IS 
cf Titla 15. United States Code, with rasnant to the disocsiticn of the 







^u^alo and Eric (punty J-fiSforlcal Society p ; | Tounded 1862 

25 Nottingham Court ■ BUFFALO • NewYork. 142.16 nc -ji6-iRyg644 , 






September 13, 1965 


Hr. John V.'. Douglas, Assistant Attorney Genera! 

Civil Division 
Department 01 Justice 
7/ashington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Douglas; 

The revolver, cartridges, and handksrchie 
used by Leon Csolgosz are in the possession ox 
Society. As you will note from the enclosed V 
copy, the items were formally presented to the Society 
in 1902 by Erie County District Attorney, Thomas 
Penney. The typed excerpt from the hinutes of the 
Board of Managers of the Society, A.pril 3, 1902, is 
the Society's acceptance of the items. 

None of these items is on public display and all 
are kept in the Society's vault. Photographs have 
been used in various scholarly articles, hcwever, 
including ; 



Adler, Selig, "The Operation on President 
I'ccKinlev , " Scientific .America (Yol. 200, 
No . 3 : ilO- 130 ) March, 1963. 


Babcock, Louis L., "The Assassination of 
President ;/illiam McKinley," Niagara Frontier 
Miscellany , Vol . XXXIV, Buffalo Historical 
Society, 1947. 




For your i^iles, I am enclosing an 6x10 photograph 
:he revolver, cartridges , and handkerchief. 


Although I have not seen it, I have learned 
there is an article in the 1955 edition 0 ; 


nat 


I'/nich may oe oi' some assistance to you. ihe articue 


"istous anc 


■■ssidenti 


^ y i U-d. . 


0 


A cK8rni3.n • 


9 - Y 








The SocieT:;/ also has a number of ouher artifacts 
and curios connected v/ith President KcKinle^/ ' s 
assassination. For ycur information, I ami enclosin 
copies of the catalog cards for a of these item 


Sincerely 3/ours, 

r'-. 



c>c\ 


Dennis R. Bcdem 
Chief of Resources 


b.O in 
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Buffalo Historical Society, 


3u f f :i 1 0 Pu’d lie Li o r a r*y Bi! i 1 di n.rr , City. 


©•ntlenei;: - 


I h'.-:-ev/-ith orese::t -f^or oj-rBei-vation the revolve.-, 


cartridges .aid haii dice r chief used, "by th>* assassin Csolgosa, in killing 


our late Presiaei:^, "Gillian .McKinley 


It has sce..-">*u tc nc that those ought to se preserved in cone 


suitah'e rr.ann'-r as suhjs-cts of historical interest. I have he n hesi- 


tatiiig as to 'ht ther or i\o^. I choulc, send thf':.-’. 'ro ’'Washington or coivoit 
thera to you” care. ha"’t' fi.'i-.lly -..e t'- rr.inei.. upon ‘'he la‘-£r cours«. 


I t rw s t th at h. «■ ’ ■ ■ -i" 2 h ■• p r o ; c r ly ui so o s e d of. 




From Minutes of Board Meeting of Buffalo Historical Society^ April 3> 1902: 


'*A letter from District Attorney Thomas .Penney was read^ presenting to the 
Society the revolver j cartridges and harlkerchief used by Czolgosz in the 
assassination of President J^Kinley* 

On notion of ’’ir. Severance, the articles were accepted with the understanding 
that they are not to be placed on public exhibition." 



slaver spoon 


65-U27r 


! CLA5S / DONOB 

per ^ons-McK i nle y 

i LOCATION -2— " 


- >• — 

Mi s s Mario n Wlii anip 


Silver spoon (manufactured 
used by Pres. Wm. McKinley 
Pa*-Am. Exposition grounds 
home-Sept. 6, 1901 • 


by Rogers and brs3 
while taken 
to t he Milburri 


ON-OB-45 

2-17-W, p. 12 


nUFFALO ANO ERIE COUNTY HISTORICAL. SOCIETY 


a ERIE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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* E:ARLE CABEl-L ' . 

5th District, Texas 

WASHINGTON OFI^ICE: 

145 Cannon House Office Building 

DALLAS OFFICE: 

408 Federal Courts Building 
PHONE: Ri 9-3571 





Congrcgs of tlje IHntteti fetatejf 


^oii5e of Eepre^entatibesi 

ilagfjmgton, 53.C. 20515 


COMMITTEE: 

BANKING AND CURRENCY 

SUOCOM M ITTEES : 

International Trade 
Small Business 

Harry Crutcher, Iff 
administrative assistant 

Mrs. Jo Ryals Gummelt 
executive secretary 
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ill US DISTHICT CCUKT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FGl THE NOKTHEEl^ DISTRICT G? TEXAS 
DALLAS DIVISION 


SEP lO i^ibD 


UiJITED STATES C? AISR2CA, 

Libelant* 

■ V. 

CIS 6,5 ca, I-TEE1LICUER--C/J1CAIJO 
ICiLITAB:! RIEiE, JX23L 91-33, SERIAL 
RO, S2V65, vnTR APPURTEHANSS, AES) 
G:.t: .33 SF£CIi\L SW VICTORY bSESL 
REVOLVER, SERIAL NO. VS 10210, ETITII 
AR3UETENANCES, 

ReapODdents. 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

J 


riled- 

19 - 


_at 


■ day of^ 

J?. /S' 0* clocK-C-JA^ 


Se HAMIIJOS 




Duty 


LIBEL CS" WCSmTIOEE 

Civil No. CA- 3- 1171 


To the no-norablej the District Judge for the Dallas Division of the 
ITcrthera District of Te^xas; 

T1-.0 Libel of lafonaatioa of the United States by its attorneys, 
lialvia EL Diggs, United States Attorney for the Northern District of Tessas, 
and 3. U. Ticisins, Assistant United SSatos Attorney, against One 6.5 can. 
ILinnllchar-Carcano Ililitary Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, with 
appurtenances, and Cue .38 Special S65? Victory Eicdel Revolver, Serial No, 
V510210, with appurtenances. Respondents herein, in a cause of forfeiture 
for breach of the provisions of Sections 903(d) and 905(b), Title 15, 

United States Code, and on iufornation and belief, informs the Court as 
■f ollCTvJs : 

I. 

Tlxat at ail CiaSs hereinafter cantioned. Libelant was and is a sovereign 
po-rer; that all and singular the allogations hereof arQ^within the jurisdiction 
of the United States and of this Honorable Court; and that the commencetaent of 
thin suit has been authorised, soncticned, and directed in accordance with 
th- previsimo of 26 U.S.C. 7401. 

II, 

?L:at ca or about Novetriber 22, 1963, police officers of the city o£ 

DuLlacj Tc’.oxs, while in the performance of official duties, in Dallas County, 
Ua?.rnSj '.itain the Uorthem Judicial District of Te::as, Dallas Division, seised 
and hauaiaad at separata Iccations certain fireanss, Co wit: 




(3.) Czio 6.5 nsa. Jlannlichar-Corcano crLlitary rifle, Itodal 91/38, 
marlwad "MDE HI IT/iLy'*, '’lESin:'*, and "ROCCA", the nutaorais 
"1940" and "40", the serial number C2766, the letters "R-E", 

"?G", and "HII", and one fcur-poner sight, stamped "4 x 18 
coated", "CSTliAIICS OFIICS HIC.", "HOLLOTOCD CALIFCENIA” and 
"FJJjZ XK JAPAiI", and clip bearing letters "SMI" and the number 
"952"; and 

(2) Cna .33 Special Smith & Wesson Victorry I-iadcl revol'/er, bearing 
serial number V510210, with leather holster. 

'.rhnt the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax, Internal Revenue Service, Treasury 
artmoat, purauant to law, adopted the seizures of Respondent firearms 
property forfeited to the United States under the facts alleged herein 
the prcvicicas of Section 905(b) of Title 15, United States Code; that 
Ssspeudant firearms are now in custody of the Supervisor in Charge, 
chol and Tobacco Tax, Dallas, To:tas, and are stored at Room 200, 
cantiic Continental Building, 1800 Commerce Street, Dallas, Texas; that 
Reopondent fircarras had a value less than $2,500 and notice of their 
znro was published as required by Section 7325(2), Title 26, United States 
a; that thereafter and on September 3, 1965, John J, King, 27 Sunset Drive, 
Ic'jccd, Colorado, filed a claim, alleging an interest in Eespondent firearms 
a bend for costs as provided by Section 7325(3), Title 26, United States 
a; that John J. King, rspresentod by William C. Garrett, Kilgore and 
gcra, iCOO Elrct National Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, and Mrs. Marina 
aid Bortor, 1245 Donna, Richardson, Texas, may intervei;a and dlalm sons 
3rc3t in Respondent firaarms; and that this Court has jurisdiction of 
3 cause by reason ox Section 905(b), Title 15, United States Code, and 
tiema 5S62(a) and 7323, Title 26, United States Code. 

III. 

That at acmetimn beCt^een March 12, 1963 and March 20, 1963, Lea Harvey 
r.ld proc^orod .nd caused a false entry to be made in the records required 
26 CT2 Part 177, section 177.51(c) to be maintained by Klein’s Sporting 
dc; Chicago, Illinois, a licensed dealer in firearms under Chapter 13 
Title 15 J United States Coda, with respect to the disposition of the 



rv--3pou(?,2Us; riflo d3oc5:ibed herein to nit: Che 6,5 laa, Mannlicher-Carcaao 
military rifle, Ilodel 91/33, tnarload •’JIADB H ITALY", and "RCXICA", 

tI;o ncrsralD "1940" and "40", the serial nuiaber C2766, the letters "R-E", 
and ’"Xin" and the fcur-pcwor sight, staesped "4 x 18 coated", "OREilANCE 
Gl'TICS mey, "HOLLY^vGGD CALIFOPiilA" and ''^JAEE IN JAPAN", and the clip bearins 
laersrs "SMI" and the nuaber "952", in that the said Luo Karvoy Ca-wald used 
a fictiuicus name in purchasing said rifle fren the said dealer. 

That at scastiiae during Che period January 27, 1963 to l!arch 20, 1963, 

La? Har'/ey Cswald procured and caused a false entry to to nado in the records 
required by 26 CTR Part 177, section 177.51(c), to bo maintained by Seaport 
Traders, Xnc, , Los Angeles, California, a licenced dealer in flreanna under 
Chapter IG of Title 15, United States Code, trLth respect to the disposition 
of the Respendent revolver described herein, to wit; the .38 Special Smith 
c: wassen Victory Model revolver, bearing serial number V510210, in that 
tha said Lee Harvey Oswald used a fictitious name in purchasing said revolver 
from the said dealer. 

Teat, because of tbeae miarepresentatioas as to tire name of the person 
actually purchasing these Respondeat firearms, ccaplota and accurate records 
^,-tre ntt maintained by theca licensed firearms dealers as required by 
Suction 903(d), Title 15, United States Code, and Section 177.51 of Title 
26, Code of Federal Ragulatlcns, Part 177; and that the Respondent firearms 
bccanu forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b), Chapter 18, 
Title 15, United States Code, aa being firearms involved in a violation of 
■the pruvioicno or said Cliapter 18, 

'.■miEVCDE, Libelant prays that due process and monition Issue frexa chia 
^Louurab'lu Court to enforce the said forfeiture by libel; that the Respondent 
firou'.'mu be seined and attached; that ail persons interested in the said 
flruarno be ucmunishsd to answer the premises; and that ail due proceedings 
bolDg hud thurecn for the causes aforesaid, and others appearing, the 6.5 mm. 
:,v:ualdcucr'’Gcrcaco E.ifie, Serial llo. C2766, with appurtenances, and the .38 
S c'-cicb Lmith cs Utsooa Revolver, Serial No, V510210, with appurtenances, be 
cucCr.uacd by the sentence and decree of this Honorable Court as forfeited 
bo the Tuihed States, according to low. 

I-SLVIIT I-I. DIGGS 

United States Attorney 

By:^h 

B. H. Tiarainc, or, 

. ^ Assistant United States Attorney 


F<m«No. DJ-^ . .. f- OEPARTMEJ^X^F JUSTICE 
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NAME I division 


' 'St '” " sM 


BUILDING 


Xr»' '"■ M 

'v,...r- i 
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□signature H □comment □ per conversation 

( I APPROVAL I I necessary ACTION f~l AS REQUESTED 

Q SEE ME t I mote and RETURN | |N0TE AND FILE 

□ recommendation' □CAH,|tt ^ . □tOTO DirOEMATIOK 

ANSWER OR ACKNOWL- , ^ ' y. t , , ^ * 

L— * EDGE OH OR BEFORE ~ * ' * * , - 'T .• 

, — , prepare REPLT FOR ' ' 

t — < THE signature OF '■" .X--? '' , ®‘ 
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Wt J Melvin M» Slg^ - 
llhited States Attoraejr 
IMUas, Texas 


Septembe^^, 1965 ; 

: .M - ■■■■-■ 

... 


Attentloni Mr. B. K. Tlaaains, JS?. 

■-,', iteslatant B* S« Attoanaiey . 

6,5 am* Mwonlicher- 
- Csrcano Military Ririe> 
Model 91-38, Serial Mo, 
C2766, Mlth JMppurtenances, 
and One .38 Special 3 8s W 
Victory Mcxlel Revolver, 
Serial Ho, V51021D. With 
Appurtenances 


'• ' ► -r\-. 


'V.ySiV' ■ 


Bear 'Nr,. Biggs S' 

TlMu^ you for your letters of Septei^r 13 
and Septenlser 10, 1965 witlt attachsamts in the shove 
entitled case, . ■:■ . .r 

This letter will ctnsflrm the telephone eon~ 
versations on Septeaher 10 "and Septenber 9, 1963, 
het«e»en your staff and this Bivisisxs, In those ctxs> 
versations your office was directed to coemfeenee an 
action of forfeiture in the above entitled ease pur- 
suant to the provisions of Section 7^1* Title 

. ' Me note in the letter of Spptosber 9, 1965, 
addressed f^ your attention by Nr. J, Marvin Kelley, 
Seconal Cowosel, AIo^iol and Tobacco Tax, it is 
aioistlan^ that appmsitly there is soee authsn^lty for 

Record:i/ 

Chremo 
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TO: 1. , NAME 

SY» \s 

ROOM ^ 

ACTION 

Jnitials s'oate 

i Mr. C^l Belcher 
'Dept, of Justice 


2115 

. -.m 

f ^ ' .',n; 

'■ \ T--' 


■ 

■ 


Re: Assess: 

nation \ 

reapons 



.■*, ■" • i"' ' * 

. ■ '.V • V. g- ■ / • ' .. ,.T. • 

■ 


■ 






■ 



ACTION: 

T Approval 
2 Initials 
5 3 See me 
4 Coll me 


5 As requested 

6 Immediate action 

7 Necessary action 
3 Full report 

9 Filing 


11 Note and retimn 

12 Signature 

13 Prepare reply 

14 See "Remarks'' 


15 Per our conversation 

16 Correction 

17 Your comment or 

recommendation 

18 Your information 


Prepare for signature of — 


20 Answer or acknowledge before J 

M 


Remarks (Use reverse if mare 8rpace is needed) 

Per our telephone conversation there 


are 


S. 


-'attached our copies of letter dated 9/9/65 to 
^ U. S* Attorney, libel claim of Mr. King and 
related documents. Also attached is copy of 
Memorandum of Law concerning a question of IT. 
/•Attorney* s authority to files libel. His author- 
•/ ity is clear and paragraph I of libel makes pro- 
per allegation. However, to avoid possibility 
of trouble, you mi^t want to send le^tair^s per 
<. attached draft. 



John F. McCarren 


Septembeifi 1965| 


U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
fHTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 


MEMO routing slip form 1725 (rev, a-en 

■ jpu . ■' W Bi’f j n t s m — 





V 


u « 


O 




D RAF T 


Mr. Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 
Northern ETis^trict of Texas 
P. 0. Box 153\ 

Dallas, Texas \75221 


X 


Re: Orie 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano 

Milsitary Rifle, Model 91-38^' Serial 
No. ^2766, With Appurtenances, and 
One /88 Special S & W Vidtory Model 
Revolver, Serial No. y5l0210, With 
Appur trances . 



Dear Mr. Diggs: 

Pursuant to the prova 
U.S.C., you are hereby^ 
forfeiture in the 



of section 7401, Title 26, 
ed to commence an action of 
d case. 

■y truly yours, 


Attorney Gene 
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DEPARTMENT Of JiJSTI 


MAR 1 1966 


R.A.0, 







DEPARTME^-T^F JUSTICE 


BUII.DING 


Q PER COHVERSATIOH 
Q AS REQUESTED 

Quote AMD file 
IQyODS nFORMATIOH 


FROM 











» UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 

TO : Carl W, Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 

FROM : Joseph J. Celia 


) ’ M 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


date: September 1^, 



SUBJECT : Assassination Weapon 

The Libel of Information appears s\ifficient in every 
respect. 

I note that Mr. Drogula of the Civil Division wants to 
be advised if anyone starts thinkuig seriously about oppos- 
{) / ing King's Intervention. The Regional Counsel at Dallas 

i seems to believe we should take that approach. Personally, 

T I don' t think too much of the Stowe 11 theory* s application 

■"‘■V to this case. After all. King filed the cost bond ;diich 

gave the Court jurisdiction. Further, following St owe 11' s 
thinking we really beg the issue. Nor do we have much to 
gain by opposing the intervention. Also, how can the Civil 
Division go into Court in Denver and tell the Court that 
those proceedings should be dismissed because iiing can have 
his day in Court in Dallas when we tiy to keep him out of 
the latter case? I wotOd think we're better off settling 
the issue in the Dallas proceeding because I don't know 
what defense we have in the Denver part of it. 
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SEPARTi,‘£S! OF ’USTIOE r 

MAR 1 B66 j 

RAD, lI 

J ^ 
3 

i 


0 


1965 



PL£AS£ ADDRSSS Alil< 3XAXL TO 

trrrrTED states ATroiunsr 
P. O. BOX 153 

BHT:sd 

Cl- 627-65 


“• T ^ 

J 

States ^cparintettl of ^InsiicE 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
NOHTHEHN District of Texas 
DAXXAS. TEXAS 75221 

September 13, 19^5 



AIR MIIL 

Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washin^on, D. C. 205 30 

Re: United States v. One 6,5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano 
Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, 
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special SW 
Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210, 
with appurtenances - Civil Action 3-1171 
Dallas Division 


Dear Mr. Belcher: 


On Friday when I mailed you copies of the Libel and the other 
documents in connection with the Oswald weapons, I neglected to 
enclose a copy of the transmittal letter from Regional Counsel. 
I believe that you will want this for your file, and I enclose 
a copy of that letter. 


Sincerely yours, 

Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 



B. H. Timmins, Jr,, Assistant 
United States Attorney 


Enclosxire 


- IT 

UePADIMENT Of JUSTICE; 

3 MAR 1 IS 66 

RAO. 


^.ya.Q tY.tq ^ 



PI^ASB ADDRESS AT.T. iLA-EL TO 
UNITED STATES ATtOHNKT 
P. O. BOX 153 


^eparimsttl of ^lustlce 


BHTrsd 

Cl-627-65 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
UoRTHEHjf District of Texas 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75221 

September 10, 1965 


Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: United Snates v. One 6.5 nua* Meumlicher-Carcano 

Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial No. C2766, 
with appurtenances, and one .38 Special SUf 
Victory Model Revolver, Seiial No. V5 10210, 
with appurtenances - Civil Action 3-H71 
Dallas Division 


Dear Mr. Belcher: 

I enclose two sets of the libel and accompanying documents filed 
at 2:15 P»nu today in the United States District Clerk's Office 
in Dallas in connection with the Oswald weapons. As you requested, 
I am also enclosing a complete set of the Instruments filed by 
John J. King in connection with his Claim and Cost Bond. Included 
among these documents axe the Bill of Saule and Contract between 
King aind Marina Oswald as well as the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit 
Appraisal of the weapons. 

Under local rules of the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas, the monition now being issued by the 
Clerk will be advertised by the United States Marshal in both 
Dallas daily newspapers once each week for four consecutive weeks. 
In addition, actual notice of the issuance of the monition and 
accompanying set of the documents filed by me today will be served 
upon Marina Oswald Porter and William C. Garrett, a Dallas attorney 
representing John J. King. Thereby, these two parties will be 
given actual notice of the filing of the libel and the issuance 
of the monition. 


^ - II 

DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE: 




2 - Mr» Carl W. Belcher 


Sejytember 10, I 965 


I will he in touch with you when King files his Bequest for Leave 
to Intervene. As I told you, Jim Gaulding, Assistant Regional 
Counsel for Internal Revenue Service, who prepeired the Idhel, feels 
that we should oppose King's effort to intervene on the theory that 
King acquired his interest in the weapons subsequent to the date of 
seiiure. 


Sincerely yours. 


Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 



B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney 


Enclosures 




Director, Federal Bureau of Inveatigaticn 1/5/2^^^ 

FW:Ch^:pem 

12^—11 2 o 


Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attozmey General, Crisiinal Division 


Assassination Weapons 



With reference to your request of August 19$ 
1965« to be advia^ what disposition is to be made of 
these wee^pona upon cong>letlon of the forfeiture pro- 
ceedings, It can only be stated such disposition will 
be dependent upon successful ccaapletion of the forfei- 
tujrc proceedings and the civil action of John J. King v. 
The Attoraey ^neral . O.S.D.C. D, Colo,, Civil Mo, 91&3, 
In addition, it is hoped this matter will ultlamtely 
result in enactment of legislation by Congress, 



Rec erdo , 

Chr ono 

i'lr . Belcher 

A AG 


( 2 ) 


SENT BY 
coM-^ruNiCATic 


AUG 26 -9!i5 

















T/ 8 / 11/65 

FM^/:CWB:oem 




\ 


) 

• ^ A- \ ^ iC-^f/ August I J, 2555 

B 

i«ir. Mitchell B-osovia" 

Chler Counsel 
Internal Revenue Service 
Washington, D. C, 


Attention: Mr, Rcb&rt S, Hitter 

Director, Alcohol and 
Tohacco Tax hegal Division 


Re: Asaasalnatlon Weapons 

Dear Mr. Rogovln: 


This letter will coni’lrm the telephone 
conversation between f£r. Ritter and Mr. Belcher or 
the Criminal Dlvlslsai on August 11, 19c>5, concern- 
ing this matter. 

It l3 reQuested that the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax Division Institute administrative i“or- 
relture proceedings or the rifle Involved In the 
assassination of President Kennedy and the pistol 
which was used by the assaealn to iclll the Dsillaa 
police officer. 


Slnxierely, 



Cinrono 

Mr, Belcher (2) 
AAG 


FRED VXNSCWS?, JT. 
As3i.3tar2t Afctojm^y {general 


i COMMTJN-1-— B SC. , 

j AUG 1-3 iseaajfi 



CC:AT-JFII 


i 

I 


\ 
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Ae^nst 12* 1965 


FOR THE PILE 


Itt re: Forfeiture of Assaasloatton Weapons 
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/ P. 9 


/ 


DEPARTMEfiT CF JUSTICE R 


FEB 24 1966 


R.A.O. 


Mr. Fred Dro^ila of the Cl^I 0iviBioa» Departsieat 
of Justice » is haodllng the X^ettver proceeding insti- 
tuted by J<dm J. fULng against the Attorney General* called 
Mr. Ritter this aorning to discuss certain aspects of the 
case. Aaong other things* he requested that we furnish hia 
with one certified txipj of each of the doctaaents involved 
in ti^e administrative forfeiture proceeding. He also re- 
quested to be advised as to the statutes* regulations and 
cases i^<di could bring to the attention of the court in 
Denver as idiowlng that the proceeding stould be atay^ or 
disalasad and tisat proceeding xnroperly belong in Dallas. 



In tile aftemocMS Z called Mr. Drogula and advised him 
briefly as follows: 

Statutes Involved were : 15 U.S.C. 905(b)* providii^ 

for forfeiture and for Intemel Revenue provisions relating 
to the seiaure* forfeiture «id disposition to be applicable; 
section 7325 of the Intemel Revenue Code which governs ad- 
mlaistrative forfeiture proceedings and specifies the 
remedies available to claimants; 

Regulatlms involve ; 26 CFR Fart 172* "Disposition 

of Seised Persmal Property**; 


Cases : 

United States v. Aaore. (C.A. 7* 1964), 3^ P. 2d 329; 
Rice V. Itells. (C.A. 6, 1954), 213 P. 2d 693; 

United States v. Caccaao. (C.A. 7), 183 P. 2d 186; 
Colecicco V. U. 8,. (CJk. 2), 143 F. 2d 410, cert. den. 
323 D.S. 763; 

Milkint V. Mor stent hau. (C.A. 4* 1937), 92 F. 2d 266; 

In re Behrena. (CJk. 2* 19^)* 39 F. 2d 561; 

Thoiroson v. Schwacte. (CJk. 9* 1927), 22 P. 2d 518; 



i - / / 



• 2 • 


United Sf te« v« One 1955 Olds. 0>C, W.D, ?«.* 19^), ISl 
F. Supp. 903; 

United State* « (OC, tf.D. 1952), 103 F. Sopp* 

U9; 

Onlted States v. 74trrla«top> (DC, M.D* Pa,, 1937), 17 F. 

Si9p. 7(KS; 

Pnlted Stataa v. Oaa Hod«» Sad«a» CDC, M.D, Pa., 1936), 16 
F. Sapp. 695; 

Oaitad Stataa v. ChicelU. (DC, WJ>. B.Y., 1935), 10 F. Siipp. 
900 

I also cltad tha caaa of Rarti v. Dnltad Stataa. 256 F. 

2d 862, as showins that the procaadings belong in the 
district idunre the property was seized and that this vas a 
ra<mlreBamt on the Govanzsent. X also eit^ Bew Hampshire 
Fire Insurance Coagany v. Scanloe. (1900), 362 O.S. 404, 
ahich, idiila not involving property seized for forfeiture, 
stands for the propositi^ that stBaasry proceedings are not 
ap p ro p riate for deteriaining the rights to property teld by 
the OavernGaent (this was the case relied on by the court in 
United States v. Aaorc. supra) . 

I then called Jia Gaulding in Dallas and informed him 
of the requlreBent for certified copies and he stated that 
ha would obtain them. They will probably bava to be put 
under teal in tiia Bat i o n al Office since the Supervisor in 
Charge does not hava a saal. Jia said ha had bMn in cutset 
with the Spaeial Agent in Charge, F.B.X., and was advised 
that the weapons had not yet arrived in Delias. 


J6ta F. HeCartws 


JFMcCarren/ pde 
As^st 12, 1965 
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Direetoir, Federal Bureau of tovestigatltm i i 

FIlTtvKBspesi 

129-U . 


Fred M. ViiiaoEi^ Jr», Aaalstant 
Attoamc^ General, CrixolnaX Pivlalo^ 


Aasaaelnatlon Veap^e 




leg 

"j^O. 


This i^sco^az^itM will c«inrat a tel^hc^ 
conversation between Ifir. Belcher of this Pivialcwi 
and Halleys of the Bureau in which It ms requested 
that Bureau h^dqoarters transfer to the BAG Is P al las ^ 
Texas, the rifle used to assassinate ^c^sldent Kennedy 
and the pistol used assassin to cause t!^ death . 

of a Dallas police officer* 

The purpose of this request is to have these 
weapons within the Jurisdiction of the Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax Piviaion, Zatemal Reymtue Service, Treasury 
Pepartz^nt, so that that Service can Institute the adialn- 
istratlve forfeiture procedure described in 25 0*S.C* 
7325* Ihts administrative action may, at a later time,, 
be converted into a libel actlcsi pursuant to 15 P«S«C* 
and 26 P«S«0« 7^1* This forfeiture action is 
bel^ taken at this time In order to assist In deferailns; 
the case of Joh n ^ v* The Attorney General , P,S. 

P«Cr* P* Colo*> divil 91fad* The coHmlt'* 

teeceoQslderl^ legislatloQ for disposition of these 
weapons has been advised the fcapfelture p£*ocedio« Is 
coatesq>lated* . - ^ 


It Is not anticipated that it will be necessary 
that these weapons be areUnqulshed xro« the custody of 
the in Pallas* It is deemed necessary t h a t the i t e 
weapons be pla^ custody of th% sJc In Psllas In 

Pallas, will be the 

Tour coi^>eratlm la making an expeditious transfer 
of these weapons wou34 be appzN»clated« t*^**^*"*® *►*««»*»* 

Records 
Chrono 
Mr. Belcher 


( 2 ) 




S3J^ SY liEBaENGEa 

l^;^:KD^CA^noNs secj 
it Aua ill 
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T/8/1/65 ‘ 

BS:CWB:pem / *, ' 

/ >7 




AUGUST 9 1965 


f f* 


.,>A.' .'. > •• 

J V , 


' ** ^ ‘''^J^ * 
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Staff Coazise3L 
Boi^ CcHBadttae 

United States S^aaa of ^ 

i:;v-. B^ypes^itatives 

KasliliiStcn« I’x.. ^ , *. 

* ’’'* ^ ^ 

taiO«r« one of tl»» reaadba the Attoi?i<^ 

0 <»»er^ reiiueEted ^motsseait ofS^l# presoEstl^ 

pending before SubeoasRlttee Ifo* t* waa to provide a fi/s-i^-9?9 . 
defease to ^ai' case of Jolia 3 ^> v> yi^o^o 
Eatsa^bach. Attonseir d«»erai of IJnited States, U«S» 
eiTtrito: i» 

tiile have piafchaaed trm.- 

■•; ‘Mrev Ka^ja^\]l«.-Omiald,.^^,.id^deir^:':of'l^ , 

iBt«pest:"tO' the rifle :Khicli was .. , 

■■■.-"■ooed^ iir mBms30ia.tXm of fresidcBst Kws^dy and the - A' ■■ 
pistol Shiah was Involved in death of hallas foliee 
X sf his .'lamsrship 

- of these: . ^rearsis and.?en^^^rdsr repairing . the- Atte«wy,,:.,v^^ 

; - dei^i^ to' enmcdsr .ti»ai ,to- hJ»» , ^ -. % ?. ^ * 5 . •> - '- : * 

-V ';><.9a this D^nt «ir haire not reaoondetl to slain-' > 




^^;:.:.4:'«;?v:fe: thle.:'poi&t WS' : sesK-aw »s%p«t ^ eeesye* »*i e*i ^ y*****^**' 

tiff*e cQisqplaiDt^ hoping that proopt and ihsorehle aotiim ...I., 
upon B,B, 95^^ wotOd render the esse ss>ot» ScefOYSr^ our ^ ^ 
time for filing a respomiive pleading* i^eh has already 
been once extended ev«r plaiiatiff *e t^ieetion* expires c& 
An^ist 23 * Xt is unlilteay that «e wiiX he able to Obtain 
a further ext«ft8i«s, and we sntiolpate that plaintiff 
will press tm mae 29 v^sCL^^ i»rita of his eoa<* ; 

r p2a^ as. SW . ples^dng. Sm flled« 

Records i/C” ^ ■- 'v V 

Chrono ■ -■'■ y <‘:y-:-- ■,: .-; -•- ., ■, - 

Mr, Belcher (2) ^ ■ 

Mr, Sanders , , - r' 

AAQ, Crlrru Div. 
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^ *fo forestall tbia action we propose to instruct 

the latfflmal Rerenuft service to institute forfeiture pro 
oeedli^ against the fl^Barmsjsn^ter the Fedsoral Firearms 
Act, 15 See. 905(b) section provides that! 

- ^ flrei^"'^ i * involved in may ' * • 

violation of provialons of this 
ai^pter (Ch. IB) or any rules regu- 
latinos proetulgat^ thereunder shall he 
subject to seisare, forfeiture* and all 
provisiona of Title £6 relating to the 
> aelsare* forfeiture* and disposition of 
\ « * firearms as defin^ in Sectlcai 2733 of 

■'-'■ti®#'-'-' Tltle-26^ shall* -e/ so far as applicable,' 
eattttd to seiaures and forfeitures 
incurred under the provisions of this 

"1?^ 2^ 177*51 provides in pertinent partt 

Bach licensed • * • dealer (in fire-« 

7:. arms) shall maintain collate and adequate 
records reflecting ... the disposition 
• * . of all flreanas * . . disposed of In 
V , the course of his business. jSntrles In 

such records shall-b#. postedsat taie tlae':'-'-!;:^' ^ 

shall be to perjaanent fora* and shall be 
Fetaix»^/m-toe_ business premises for a 
period of not less than 10 years from the 

occurs. -*' * .. The-:-:' 

■ 0 X$XXfX records : mill' show., and - includei - - ^ ^ ; 


5di^8. la the applieabXe provisicois of 
f^le ••e Section 5686* 7302 and 7325. See also 26 
6FR part 172« 


> t ^ 





Slfioe the f Xipeajnsa were purchased hj Oswald 
is ^he Bsm cdT jl* cm%m%ttmi wcnad t»« 

fcluit Osi^d caused a tletiticue eatr? ccf c^trlee to 
■tm wadm tea. reecrde of tlwi dealer require to 
kep^ u^er^ 26 177«53>« We would argue that ^le 

3^toI aod ^Uie ri^ were tlstaeatteea iavolvc^ a wli^- 
latloa of the r^al&tie»a prceiulgattd imder €h« 18« 

Title 13,9.S.C* and ax« suh^ect to seieure.axkl forfei- 
ture us^Ukt the prevlai<wui of 1^ tJ.S.C, 90^(h)» 

... The Juatificatiwi for retaining possession of 
the weapons pendix^ ree<^utl(si of the forfeiture pro- 
ceeding rests tqwsi td» rule that the doverfamet*s inter- 
est sz^ clslft to f<s*feltable lt«as vests at tdie tloe the 
offeiises are eoBEaltted» galted States v. Stewell. 133 

■•. .- ■•■..^!f.':,- • '. -ii. .;-s;i.>. ■,/•!..-'..•.>•*••,- p.- „• -••••• • ' ' •’t s w<i^. ' -‘ "v ' ' . •'•-'I'-"' •■•'■.■/•-/.•■ ••• :■„ :-v;t-v •• .... 

$1 ’ Alth<»t^ th» ^at^naai Sevens® Service Is cptl- 
eii^lo of success In sucdk a proceeding, it r«w»ognlsea, 
as we all do^ that the case is caae of first Isgupessloa 
and that we my not prevail* The ispcrtant how- 

ever^ is the proceeding, w«mld provide time for con- 
sideration ai»t passage ot B3* 95^5 which* stusuld we 
lose the fcarfeittire |u:®ce«Siz]g* would provide mi avenue 
• fmf retaining the wesp<m8* ^tould we win the fcs^falture 
proceeding* of e«^se* B.H« 93^^ wmild stUX serve the 
ver^ iapcrtsnt funotimi of alloid^ tb» Qovenaumt to 
acquire title to the maxy G^bmf of historical value 

delivered to the Att^gney deneral hy the FresidentU 

Assassimdrimi of Fr ea i d s nit JCennedy* 

-The Intemal Pmesetim w^iM' have /‘v 
r to tak» at leash constructive piMsesalon 

■ "■- of. the wesupoiis*,-;^,-:*:..-'^^ ;;,v 




(2) The wiwqMms would be returned to 
BaHae* the district in which they were 
sinLsed* 




( 3 ). The Xntemal Revenue wsuld insti- 
tute adodUBistratlve f mpfeiture proceedli^ 
under the Federal Firearms Act givlxggnotiee 
by advertissBoat that such proceedings had 
ocoBMuieed and any claimant oculd idLthin 3D 
di^s file a olaiiii* 
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